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All engineering measurements carry inherent uncertainty, whether 
acknowledged or not. If we add a type of risk metric as well as uncertainty 
quantification in the procedure of establishing the seismic design load 
applied to the structures, we will have a risk-informed approach for the 
resulting design load referred to as the risk-based seismic design hazard. 
For example, ASCE/SEI 43-05 standard uses a risk-based approach to 
prepare the seismic design spectra to be applied to the nuclear power 
plants (NPPs). This approach necessitates the propagation of uncertainty 
in ground motion model (i.e., the hazard curve), as well as probabilistic 
distribution of structural capacity levels (i.e., the fragility curve). The 
present research begins with the specifics of this approach, in particular 
the whole shape of the earthquake hazard curve and its integration with 
the structural fragility curve for estimating the seismic design load. The 
aim is to identify for a probabilistic model that can estimate the 
uncertainty of seismic design loads for a variety of engineering structures. 
This paper presents the estimated uncertainties of seismic design loads 
across the Iran map using the developed probabilistic model. The 
uncertainty, according to the study's assumptions, is at least 45% in terms 
of the coefficient of variation, indicating a significant value. The estimated 
variability in seismic design loads in the Iran region ranges from 45% to 
90%.�
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Introduction 

All engineering measurements carry 
inherent uncertainty, whether acknowledged or 
not. If we add a type of risk metric as well as 
uncertainty quantification in the procedure of 
establishing the seismic design load applied to 
the structures, we will have a risk-targeted 
approach for the resulting design load referred 
to as the risk-targeted seismic design hazard. 
For example, ASCE/SEI 43-05 standard uses a 
risk-targeted approach to prepare the seismic 
design spectra to be applied to the nuclear 
power plants. When the risk-targeted approach 
was also used in ASCE 7- 10, seismic load 
intensity changes ranged from a 30% 
reduction in some areas to a 15% rise in 
others. It is clear that such an amount of 
change, when implemented across the whole 
region, will have a significant impact on the 
economics of the construction industry and 
each structure. 

Problem Statement 

This approach necessitates the 
propagation of uncertainty in ground motion 
model (i.e., the hazard curve), as well as 
probabilistic distribution of structural capacity 
levels (i.e., the fragility curve). The present 
research begins with the specifics of this 
approach, in particular the whole shape of the 
earthquake hazard curve and its integration 
with the structural fragility curve for 
estimating the seismic design load. The aim is 
to identify for a probabilistic model that can 
estimate the uncertainty of seismic design 
loads for a variety of engineering structures.  

In developing a risk-targeted seismic 
hazard map, the risk of collapse at a 
construction site must equal the target risk. 
This study considers the target risk to be equal 
to a 1% probability of collapse in 50 years. 

Results 

A region with many construction sites is 
being studied. To ensure that each structure 
meets a specific collapse risk, the design Peak 
Ground Acceleration (PGA) is calculated for 
every building site. This calculated PGA, used 
to assess the risk target, is known as the risk-
targeted design hazard, represented as PGAR. 

The outcome of the study will be a uniform 
risk map, rather than a uniform hazard map 
(which displays identical return periods). 
Therefore, the design return period will vary 
for each building site. The calculation of 
PGAR at each construction site involves a trial-
and-error approach because it is initially 
unclear which fragility curve will yield a risk 
integral equal to the target risk value of 1% 
(denoted as �tg). 

Conclusion 

This paper presents the estimated 
uncertainties of seismic design loads across 
the Iran map using the developed probabilistic 
model. The uncertainty, according to the 
study's assumptions, is at least 45% in terms of 
the coefficient of variation, indicating a 
significant value. The estimated variability in 
seismic design loads in the Iran region ranges 
from 45% to 90% (Fig. 1). 

 
Fig. 1. Uncertainty map for risk-targeted seismic design 

hazard in Iran 

The variations in design return periods 
are significant, ranging from 350 years to 900 
years throughout Iran. The average design 
return is 490 years, indicating a 5% increase 
from the 475-year return period in the 2800 
standard. Particularly at the seismic zone of 
very high hazard, it is necessary to consider 
larger return periods, potentially up to a 100% 
increase. The uncertainty in the mapped design 
hazard is finally presented. Figure 1, indicates 
that the uncertainty in the seismic design load 
in Iran, based on the available data, is at least 
45%, which is substantial. It indicates the 
possibility for a change in the employed 
design PGA, ranging from 45% to 90%. This 
degree of uncertainty greatly influences the 



 

 

outcomes of design and construction. 
Consequently, in light of the present condition 
of Standard 2800 or other national rules, the 
engineering community, stakeholders, and 
pertinent officials must acknowledge this 
issue. 
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4-�Uniform Hazard Map  
5-�Uniform Risk Map 
6-��Incremental Dynamic Analysis (IDA) 
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7-��Uniform Hazard Spectra (UHS) 
8-�Intensity Measure (IM) 

������
�/��-��$���)�!����]'�%��)�
'�
;<�!�N��

!������Q��

W�X��
0( ) k

H PGA k PGAλ −= ×  

���Q��&J �'�0k����#k���B)�q �r�
[ �#�������<�� ��) ����)
# ��

��|\���v;��>��/
�B�EF

��p
	������*PGA���)�.�	��

����1	H���!� ���
� �&��	W ��-��$� ���������Xu�
# �'������>�

��'� �!;< �r�
32��>��Ä- �=�G�g����!-��
	��/
PGA����#

p
	w��#�=�*�&J���B�
>��'��
 �#'�'���>��l3���	����A�

��bs� ��Q �B�F/�) ��'#� �>� �S��$� ���W �p
	79c�����-��

>� �� 0) ��X���)��p
	 �/
 ��/�)���-.-/ �w��# �=�*��)�����
F �'�Q

!����������Q �B�	
� ����)�

�/ ��B�
 �x'.) �B�.� �>��(�


&J�(1[��!��
'��-.-/�w��#�B�$;��C�D�&
�2�.�	�
Q������

��U\)W8g7X�������B�EF

� �p
	 �a��

)��/�)��W8g�5×���#�����
7g�5×�
) �X��=
tg���B�F/�) ��'#� �a��

) �#��WePR��
)

) �X

W9c����#c555��X]H���r�?
)���
����
����#RP������r�?
)[����'�

�����
F �
T	!�����/�) �(�
 ������/�� �r0k
��
' �!���"� �=�*

��# ���
� �U��,��V �=
�qj2��'� �!	����,�	�
;< ��'#J
)

L
@���'
����!D�[���(��V�B�
�(�#'���A-
����B1?/�>�

��!2�A��N���
'��'���ÅNA���-.-/ �(��$2��!��&#.�
 �L
@��Q�K��

# �
;< �P�0N2 �C��	
 �!�$������-�2����=�G� �'� �
;< �!�N��

Ä-�g��Ä-������>� �'���/�)��B�F/�) ��'#�95�����2c555���-�����

Q�(�
���Q�B�
�!03����w�[�����<��'���P�i��
;<�P�0N2

��-.-/C��	
�!��(�
�'��������
;<������Z�3N2�5EMME�

!I#
<�#�������-�2/�)/��	�'���=�*����
 �#'��)�Ç�o\�

�>��'��A������ �É

\��
��	
��.I �L
����]����(�
��'� ����

]�5[��!I#
<�O/
�
, �/
 ��	�1	�>���B�
����J���*�(�
 �'�

��.�	 �Z�3N2��'���P �8�����B�
 ����J��P �8�����!��#' ��)

�-.-/ �w��# �p
	 �'� �B�$;� �C�D �w�[�� �B�1*
����&��	 �
'

!�����*���bs����-.-/ �]���79c���/�) �'� ��-����Wge:45���#

g7�45X��l���� �'
�3� ��)��g6645����]

��f2 �r�
[ �#�8�

 
9-��Return Period (RP) 
10-��Earthquake Model of Middle East (EMME) 
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11-�Quantile 
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12- Intensity Measure Type (IMT) 
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13-�Index 
14- Convolution integral 
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15- Risk-targeted fragility curve 
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16-��Regula falsi 
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20-��Probability Density Function (PDF) 
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21-�Risk-targeted Ground Motion (RTGM) 






